Explorations of antimitotic agents in the treatment of a congenital disease, ichthyosis linearis circumflexa.
Successful therapy of a genetic disorder, Ichthyosis Linearis Circumflexa, was achieved using a low dose systemic cyclophosphamide. Prior to such therapy, 80 to 90% of the body surface was affected; the use of antimitotic agents reduced the extent of the lesions to less than 15% of the body surface. As a result, the clinical status was changed from severely disabling to being compatible with a normal way of life. It is believed that this phenomenon is related to selective effects of cyclophosphamide, such as those on lymphocyte subpopulations. To our knowledge, successful chemotherapy for diseases of genetic or congenital origin has not been previously reported.